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great country, and so is the United States. 
It’s much better to work together than it 
is to create tensions. 

Good. Thanks. See you later. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. at 
the Kempinski Grand Hotel Heiligendamm. 
President Putin referred to President Ilham 
Aliyev of Azerbaijan. President Putin spoke 
in Russian, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Stem Cell Research 
Legislation 
June 7, 2007 

Today the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, with its vote on the embryonic 
stem cell bill, chose to discard existing pro-
tections on human life. This bill puts sci-
entific research and ethical principle into 
conflict, rather than supporting a balanced 
approach that advances scientific and med-
ical frontiers without violating moral prin-
ciples. 

My administration has sought to under-
stand the dilemmas of stem cell research 
not as a choice between science and ethics 
but as a challenge to advance medicine 
while meeting our solemn obligation to de-
fend human life. That is why in 2001, I 
authorized the first Federal funding for re-
search on embryonic stem cells, under 
careful safeguards. This policy encouraged 
ethical research, while requiring taxpayer 
funds not be used to support the creation, 
destruction, or harming of living human 
embryos. 

Recent scientific developments have rein-
forced my conviction that stem cell science 
can progress in ethical ways. Researchers 

have been investigating innovative tech-
niques that could allow doctors and sci-
entists to produce stem cells just as 
versatile as those derived from human em-
bryos but without harming life, and the 
House vote on this bill took place just after 
significant advances in stem cell research 
were reported in leading scientific journals. 
These reports give us added hope that we 
may one day enjoy the potential benefits 
of embryonic stem cells without destroying 
human life. 

I am disappointed the leadership of Con-
gress recycled an old bill that would simply 
overturn our country’s carefully balanced 
policy on embryonic stem cell research. If 
this bill were to become law, American tax-
payers would, for the first time in our his-
tory, be compelled to support the delib-
erate destruction of human embryos. Cross-
ing that line would be a grave mistake. 
For that reason, I will veto the bill passed 
today. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 5. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Lech Kaczynski of Poland 
in Gdansk, Poland 
June 8, 2007 

President Kaczynski. Good evening, la-
dies and gentlemen. I would like to wel-

come everybody to the meeting with Presi-
dent Kaczynski and President Bush. 
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